
Sunday School 
Opening 



January 19, 8 am The Apostle 
John, who 
wrote of the 
Son of God of 
whom it is 
said he ran to 
the empty 
tomb. 
John 20:4



John 20:1-10 NASB 
• Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, 

while it was still dark, and saw the stone already taken away from the tomb. 
So she ran and came to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid Him.” So Peter and the other disciple 
went forth, and they were going to the tomb. The two were running together; 
and the other disciple ran ahead faster than Peter and came to the tomb first; 
and stooping and looking in, he saw the linen wrappings lying there; but he 
did not go in. And so Simon Peter also came, following him, and entered the 
tomb; and he saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the face-cloth which 
had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up in a 
place by itself. So the other disciple who had first come to the tomb then also 
entered, and he saw and believed. For as yet they did not understand the 
Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. So the disciples went away 
again to their own homes.



January 15, 7:31 amThe Apostle 
Peter
Who also ran to 
see the 
empty tomb.
Later writes



1 Peter 1:8 NASB



January 12, 
7:53 am

Luke who
Wrote the Gospel
And the Acts
He found a way
To obediently 
Travel and record
Across the seas
Seeing these 
Clouds



Mark, 
whose 
youth 
caught him 
going many 
directions 
at the 
Passover 
from the 
upper 
room to the 
garden.
Mark 14:51 



Mark 14:51 NASB



Matthew a called 
disciple who saw the 
dispensation change 
from Moses to Christ



Unfolding 
truth by 
these 
Apostles in 
their own 
voice 
painting a 
picture of 
beauty to 
inspire us. 



CoPilot



How is this 
traditional 
symbol read?



Copilot 
• The plum blossom is one of those small natural miracles that became a cultural giant in East Asia. Its winter blooming isn’t 

an accident — it’s a deep evolutionary strategy — and it’s also why the flower became such a powerful symbol in Chinese 
art, poetry, and philosophy.

•  Why plum blossoms bloom in winter
• The Prunus mume (often called the Chinese plum or Japanese apricot) has a remarkable adaptation:
• It sets its buds in late autumn, before the cold arrives.
• The buds enter a kind of suspended animation during the coldest stretch.
• A brief warm spell in mid-winter is enough to trigger blooming, even while snow is still on the branches.
• The blossoms tolerate freezing temperatures far better than most flowering plants.
• This means the tree can take advantage of a quiet ecological moment — fewer insects, fewer competing blooms — and be 

ready for early pollinators.
•  What this meant culturally
• Because it flowers when everything else is bare, the plum blossom became a symbol of:
• Resilience in adversity
• Hope in the midst of hardship
• Purity and renewal
• The quiet strength of endurance
• In Chinese art, it’s one of the “Three Friends of Winter” along with pine and bamboo — all plants that withstand the cold. 

Your fan includes bamboo, so it’s participating in that same symbolic tradition..



If you did come across 
a thoughtful Chinese
let this common 
language springboard 
into the message of 
Christ and salvation. 



Now it is time for a good metaphor to see beyond the obvious:

Regarding a calm mind: as if the water in the lake was undisturbed and the night sky 
reflected in the water showed
the stars.  One could not see the stars in the water was disturbed, and thus one studying 
the waves on top of the water might
declare that there are no stars!
I do not propose we always have a calm mind, but a ready mind waiting for the right time to 
see them.
 How misguided the observer is to say, “There aren’t any stars” When there are 
innumerable stars. 

There are creatures whose eye was created to see at dusk, and to hunt at dark. They see 
better to their advantage, and we
Christians are fitted by God to see, even when it is dusk, or dark.



Examples of 
giving thanks at 
mealtime



My own “growing 
up” Hardinger 
household’s 
prayer 



Another common 
one 



God is Great



To be Grateful 



Considering 
service 



Kindness and 
Goodness 



Appeal to hear 
our prayer



A confession of 
faith in Jesus’ 
blood 

Jesus' blood

https://www.learnreligions.com/blood-of-jesus-700166


Boy Scout 
Prayers



Then Brother Jon will interpret this little rhyme. 
Let's go from the physical to the spiritual. 
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